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MEET THE VIKINGS

The men and women of the Viking age may have a reputation for being merciless plunderers
and pillagers, but Viking culture is much more diverse. They were curious explorers, resourceful
sailors and tradespeople, creative cooks, carpenters, weavers, jewellers, farmers, fishermen,
storytellers and much more. The word 'Viking' was mainly used to refer to expeditions. And
though no signs of horned helmets have emerged from archaeological digs, who knows
if Vikings experimented with different fashion styles to show off status, clan colours, or
simply just for fun! Viking-age men and women enjoyed equal rights in many respects, from
participating in overseas voyages and tending to the home and different occupations, to
local council representations, marital rights and property ownership.




COMMUNITY

Viking communities were typically ruled by
"Jarls' (wealthy authoritative figures), with 'Karls'
representing the 'working class’, and 'Thralls'
or slaves. Though laws were not specifically
written down, communities would pass on their
customs and culture verbally and through rituals
and practices. They assembled regularly to vote on
important issues, settle disputes and catch up on
the news of the land. Words, both spoken and in
rune symbols, in particular, were believed to have
a powerful effect, good or bad, on everything in
the physical world. The word rune, from the Old
Norse 'rn’ or 'riina’, means a whisper, a secret,
or advice, and unkind or damning words towards
the gods or your fellow humans were believed to
cause devastating consequences.




STYLE

Vikings were creative problem-solvers who enjoyed
cooking delicious meals and creating beautiful arts and
crafts, elaborate hairstyles and clothes. Both men and
women shampooed their hair with a potent lye-based
soap that lightened their hair, allowing even brunettes
to achieve the signature blond Viking locks. Whether
out of vanity or practicality, it was an effective way to
keep lice at bay!

CAREERS

Every skill was important to a community's status, health
and wealth. Farming, fishing, hunting and preserving food
for the cold seasons were vital to survival. Fish, game and
produce were dried, salted, pickled, smoked and infused
with herbs. Blacksmiths forged weapons for voyages or
battle, but also essential tools, kitchenware and jewellery.
Weavers, glass bead makers, woodturners, carpenters
and potters each made valuable and decorative objects
for everyday use and goods to trade on commercial
expeditions. In return (or as part of their plunder), Vikings
would bring back precious metal jewellery or clothes.




ON AND TRAVELS

uilt as warshlps and must have been a terrifying
sight as the appro ached new shores. But trade ships were just as
commonly seen in the Nordic Region, and while not quite as fast as
- the longships, some of the largest trade ships could hold up to 60 tons

¥y i of cargo. Evidence of Viking trade has been found in regions as far
Pway as the Eastern shores of the US, Eastern Europe and Russia. A few
infamous Vikings even carved 'graffiti' runes in prominent places on

their expeditions to Turkey and Greece. Closer to home, they enjoyed
skiing, both as a means to get around, go hunting - and just for fun!



Florian "Brickhammer”

MEET THE FAN DESIGNER

Florian (aka BrickHammer in the LEGO® Ideas
community) is a German native with a
master's degree in history, English literature
and political science. He is a talented and
popular contributor to the LEGO Ideas
community, with eight submissions
reaching 10,000+ supporters so far!
Florian actually studied the Norman
conquest of 1066 and its influence
on Anglo-Saxon society as the main
topic for one of his final exams at
university:

Florian's original Viking Village submissions.
Left: 2020 version. Right: 2022 version.
Can you spot features from each in the final model?



‘Even though this set does not aspire to depict a realistic Viking
Village (for one, I included the 100% fictive horns on the helmets),
the inspiration for the project was a combination of my interest in
Viking history and nostalgia for a classic 1990s LEGO Vikings set
(7018 Viking Ship Challenges the Midgard Serpent). My first LEGO
Ideas Viking Village project reached 10,000 votes in 2020 but didn't
make it through the final approval rounds. In 2022, | submitted an
updated, more evolved version which happened to reach 10,000
votes just weeks before the first version was announced as the
winner of the Target™x LEGO Ideas contest. Eventually, we included
features from both of my submissions, so you could say you
get two 10K models in one! We refined the details,
like the stone staircase, the cave, the golden roof
decorations and - my favourite - the rope bridge.
The classic LEGO rope bridge mould is one of
my all-time favourite pieces but it's no longer in
production, so we created a brick-built version.
In my free time, | train Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu, so we
also hid a tiny martial arts Easter egg, too. Thank
you, to each and every supporter who has voted
for my submissions on LEGO Ideas, especially

in the Target™ x LEGO Ideas contest!'



MEET THE LEGO® DESIGNERS

'Vikings have always sparked our imagination, and Florian did a fabulous job
capturing the Viking aesthetic. We altered the model composition, so it offers
a great front view, with lots of interesting details to discover on every side. The
structure of the chieftain's longhouse is based on actual Viking timber architecture
- a fire pit provides heat and a place to cook, and the decorated tile with wood
carvings adds the perfect finishing touch. You can use the bellows to stoke the
forge fire, and the blacksmith has a paintbrush ready to decorate her new shield.
There is even a pickaxe, which can be used to mine iron from the cave under the
tower. And keen LEGO® fans may notice the significance of the village banners'
colours. This was absolutely a passion project for Florian, Johanna and me. We
hope you enjoy the final result!'

-Isaac Snyder, LEGO® Ideas Model Designer



Isagc Snyder

Johanna Wurm Jensen

‘Both of Florian's models really express how | imagined
Vikings when | was a child. Strong, adventurous and
a bit magical! | always felt empowered by this world,
so | wanted the minifigure characters to exude this
feeling. Although not all the graphics in the final model
are historically faithful, they are all heavily inspired by
the Viking culture. We wanted the model to inspire
storytelling and find a nice balance between history and
fiction. The motifs on the shields are inspired by animal
pairs from Viking mythology, and | especially love how
the chieftain's shield turned out with the wolves. In LEGO
Ideas, the fan designer is always the star of the model,
so we included a small Easter egg for “BrickHammer" in
the blacksmith's hut. See if you can find his runic initials!'

-Johanna Wurm Jensen, LEGO® Ideas Graphic Designer
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YOU COULD

Your feedback will
help shape the
future development
of this product
series.

Visit:

YOU COULD [

DU KONNTEST

Dein Feedback tragt
zur Weiterentwicklung
dieser Produktreihe
bei.

Geh auf:

VYOUS POURRIEZ

Vos commentaires
nous aideront a
concevoir les futurs
produits de cette
gamme.

Visitez :

POTRESTI
TU

La tua opinione ci
aiuterd a migliorare
la creazione futura
di questa linea di
prodotti.

Visita:

PUEDES

Tu opinidn
contribuira al futuro
de esta serie de
productos.

Visita:

WIWW

B
EHRIBEETH

NES IREH A m
251,
B

You also have
the chance to win
a LEGO® set.

Terms and
conditions apply.*

Aullerdem hast du die
Chance, ein LEGO® Set
ZU gewinnen.

Es gelten die

Teilnahmebedingungen*

*LEGO.com/productfeedback-terms

Vous pourriez
également gagner un
ensemble LEGO®,

Des conditions
s'appliquent.*

Hai anche la
possibilitd di vincere
un set LEGO®,

Termini e condizioni
sono applicabili.*

También tienes la
oportunidad de

ganar un set LEGO®,

Aplican términos y
condiciones.*
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